
To all BWA membership:         19 January 2014 
 
Open Letter to Board, Nations & Regions and England Committee 
   
Dear Board, Nations & Regions and England Committee, 
  
Just recently, there has been sudden intense discussion about the introduction of the UKCC Coach Qualification.  
Although this has been available since the first pilots (Level 2 - January 2012, 24mths ago and Level 1 - Jan 2011 
36mths ago,) the “interest” has suddenly hotted up with the dawning realisation that (a) all coaches need to do it, 
driven by the Sports Councils and our own Board, and (b) that there is a deadline.  After this deadline coaches will 
not be insured and clubs may have to close. 
  
As with any project visibility of delivery is key.  You may not be aware of the public information of progress on the 
website, link below.  For clarity, the lists do not include those who are currently attending courses or awaiting their 
final assessment certificate.  This means that there will be 4 or 5 more extra for Wales and another 8 spread 
between North & Midlands by the end-January 2014. 
  
http://www.britishwrestling.org/page.asp?section=388&sectionTitle=List+of+UKCC+%28UK+Coaching+Certificate%2
9+Qualified+Coaches 
  
One would expect a direct correlation between size of membership/club numbers and those qualified.  However, 
this is not the case, with uptake perhaps driven more by progress and resolution of various long-standing 
governance issues in the Nations and Regions, hence the concern and interest of the Sports Councils. 
 
The Northern Ireland Wrestling Association fully support the UKCC approach to coaching, (especially after their 
practical experience of a successful BWA-instructed course in August 2013 leading to 4x UKCC Level 2 coaches + 
approx. 8x UKCC Level 1 (qualified/close to qualifying).  
 
I would encourage those Nation/Region Committees that have not fully endorsed the programme, and have not yet 
actively encouraged their members to get going with this important qualification, to turn around and catch-up with 
where the North has led (from the top with their open and transparent Committee). 
 
The courses are costly, but not more so than other sports.  To help with the costs, bursaries are available and the 
BWA will discuss, on an individual basis, ways of spreading the cost over time.  Ring Yvonne to agree individual 
terms. 
  
I am pleased to say that Scotland’s run rate will dramatically change this week with the commencement of the 
course at Edinburgh Napier University.  They will probably soon be winning on a “UKCC-qualified coaches per 
member” measure shortly. 
  
If anyone is in any doubt as to the importance of this initiative, do please contact your Sports Council, myself, or our 
Chairman Cary Depel. 
  
Quotes of previously qualified wrestling coaches that have completed UKCC: 
  
Coach A: “Now I have been on the course, I realise what it is to be a coach – I’m surprised that the course is not 
longer” 
Coach B: “I can’t see any way in which the UKCC Level 2Wrestling course could be shortened” 
Coach C: “All the content of the course is professional and all the content is required” 
Parent: “I want all the coaches of our children to take this course so that the coaches engage with the continuous 
professional development that will enable them to give our children the best chance in life – Our children only get one 
chance” 
  
________________________________________________________________________ 
Colin Nicholson 
Chief Executive, British Wrestling 
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