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Chairs Report 
I would like to open by thanking our members, clubs and volunteers for their hard work and 
dedication over the last year to get us “back on the mat”. For all sports, especially combat ones, 
the last 3 years has not been easy to keep the family together. I know that many clubs dug deep 
and engaged their members and supported the wider community demonstrating the spirit of 
generosity in which we are so fortunate. 
 
It has been a very busy year from all points of view. We competed well at the Commonwealth 
Games equalling our Gold Coast tally. Within the wider community I’m pleased to report we have 
a record number of affiliated clubs, and our membership is larger than before the pandemic and 
at any time for the last two decades. We are involved in a sport which has a proud past but a more 
exciting future as we deploy our strategic plan to grow participation, an exciting competition 
structure and invest in our high-performance pathways. With Paris on the horizon and the 
preparation for Los Angeles in 2028 we have much to do to prepare our potential podium 
athletes for international competition at the highest level. This has required BWA to relook at 
how we are organised and support our sport through the Nations and Regions and at the club 
level. 
 
The Board recognises the hard work of our CEO, Craig Anthony and his team and I would like to 
thank them for their professionalism. We have also had several additional team members 
supporting clubs, our performance pathway and improving the administration of the BWA. Also, I 
would like to thank our funders, Sport England and UK Sport who through their generous support 
has allowed us to increase the direct help to our clubs and athletes. 
 
We have secured funding for the redevelopment of our Academy in Salford which will provide a 
more attractive environment for our sport. There will be a need for continued investment, but we 
are grateful for the contribution made by Sport England. 
 
I would like to finish by thanking all our volunteers for their tremendous work over the year, 
supporting our members, also our appreciation to each of our wrestlers, their supporters and 

families. We are fortunate to be involved in a thriving diverse sporting family 
with growing participation across our communities. This is our strength and the 
BWA are committed to providing our current and future members with the 
structure and organisation to enable everyone to reach their potential. 
 
The BWA is ready to support you and I thank you for your continuing 
membership. 

  Steven Esom  
British Wrestling Chair 
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Chief Executive Comments 
During 2021/22 the Association bounced back strongly from Covid with significant growth in 
numbers of affiliated clubs and members who demonstrated a clear desire to get back to 
competition. It was and is exciting to see this growth of the sport. British Wrestling supported this 
in England by securing and distributing £60,000 of funding to clubs under the Tackling 
Inequalities Fund. 
 
Throughout the year we saw some changes in personnel with additional funding from UK Sport 
leading to the appointment of Huw Griffiths as Performance Manager who now leads the talent 
and performance programmes.  
 
The year was dominated by the continued preparation of teams for the Birmingham 2022 
Commonwealth Games. I’m pleased to report there were strong links between the Home Nation 
teams throughout the year with England and Scotland hosting at joint camp at Lilleshall National 
Sports Centre in August and regularly training together at the British Wrestling Academy. The 
teams also travelled together to international competitions when allowed due to ongoing 
coronavirus restrictions. 
 
Our competition management system, built by Rocca, continued to develop through testing at 
competitions. This presented some challenges at some competitions throughout the year 
however I’m pleased to say that C-mats is now starting to deliver on its promises. We are 
enabling more competitions to happen and our ability to track wrestlers performances across 
competitions has increased significantly.  
 
It's exciting to see our plans for developing the wrestling workforce kick started with our first ever 
Referees Conference in February. The conference brought together referees from across the 
country to learn from UWW Referee and Educator Carlos Garcia. We also restarted our training 
for new referees with a course held in October 2021.  In addition we continued to develop and 
deliver our coaching courses through a mixture of online and in person delivery increasing the 
number of qualified coaches across the country.  

 
We are committed to delivering our strategy for 2021 to 2025 and our mission 
of promoting and developing the sport of wrestling so that everyone achieves 
their full potential on and off the mat. To do this requires a joint effort to develop 
all aspects of the sport working as a team to provide the best opportunities for 
the sport to grow.  

Craig Anthony 
Chief Executive  
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Governance 
The Board met five times during the year using a mixture of face to face and online meetings.  
 
The Board is pleased to report that British Wrestling continues to comply with all aspects of the 
UK Code for Sports Governance.  It remains our aim to be a well-run National Governing Body 
conforming to best practices according to this code. 
 
During the year the Board took the decision to appoint Human Resource and Health and Safety 
advisors to assist in meeting the Associations legal requirements.  
 

Strategy 
2021 saw British Wrestling launch our new strategy following consultation with members, 
partners and our nations and regions. The strategy is an evolution of the previous strategy 
focusing on growing a successful, inclusive and sustainable wrestling family. Below is a snapshot of 
the full strategy which you can read in full here.  
 

 
 

https://britishwrestling.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/British-Wrestling-Strategic-Plan-2021-2025-1.pdf
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Welfare 
British Wrestling has maintained its Green status with the Child Protection in Sport Unit and 
continues to put Welfare and Safeguarding of all its participants and members at the heart of what 
we do. British Wrestling’s Safeguarding Policy was reviewed and updated with CPSU to meet best 
practice.  
 
British Wrestling also engaged in a national project funded by Sport England to support 
Safeguarding and Protecting Children and Vulnerable Adults. The project is led by LimeCulture, 
who offered training to Safeguarding Leads. British Wrestling have completed the training and 
have ongoing support through a Safeguarding Leads group. 
 

Anti-Doping 
British Wrestling are committed to clean sport. As such BWA have worked with UKAD to 
implement the UKAD Assurance Framework. This was the creation of a combination of 
documents and policies for these areas: Governance, Organisation, Legal, Education, 
Communication, Intelligence and Investigations and Testing. All of which counted towards the 
sports continued funding. BWA will continue to work with UKAD to ensure a continued clean 
sport for all. A copy of the Assurance Framework can be found here: Assurance 
Framework_02082022.pdf 
 

Diversity 
The British Wrestling Association is committed to supporting diversity in both management and 
membership. 
 
Diversity is at the heart of successful interactions in all walks of life.  It is of paramount importance 
to take into consideration everyone’s views and take advantage of the varied backgrounds and 
experiences which give rise to those views.  British Wrestling is reaching out to all to come and take 
part in a great sport. At a management level this means ensuring that our board and governance 
bodies reflect the diversity of our sport. 
 

 2021-22 2020-21 2019-20 2018-19 
Board Female 30% 33% 33% 33% 
Board Male 70% 66% 66% 66% 
Board members from ethnically diverse 
communities 

30% 33% 22% 22% 

 
In April 2021 The British Wrestling Diversity and Equality Group met for the first times. Chaired 
by Board Diversity Champion Vasile Jornea the group asked to check and challenge decision 

https://gbrwrestling.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Business/EfmU5R7yXSREj7nwMUG3JGYBw5vUO7QiVifwZ29uZOxESQ?e=CbvD1v
https://gbrwrestling.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Business/EfmU5R7yXSREj7nwMUG3JGYBw5vUO7QiVifwZ29uZOxESQ?e=CbvD1v
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making and be asked to regularly review the British Wrestling Diversity Action Plan and Equality 
Policy. 

Finance 
Funding 
In February 2022 British Wrestling received confirmation of a five year funding agreement worth 
£1.3 million of Government and National Lottery funding with Sport England.  The funding is 
enabling British Wrestling to deliver our key priorities from our strategy including coach and 
official development, competition and ensuring we have an inclusive and aligned talent pathway 
for the sport.  The funding agreement represented  an increase in funding enabling British 
Wrestling to improve our support for clubs and communities through the recruitment of the new 
Development Manager position as well as focus on increasing female participation and improving 
access to competitions.  
 
Sports Council 
In total income from sports councils increased significantly in 2021-22 with increased investment 
in the England Medal Preparation Programme for the Birmingham Commonwealth Games and  
the first year of the UK Sport National Squad Support Fund. Sport England continued to fund 
British Wrestling activities in 2020-21.  
 

 2021-22 2020-21 2019-20 2018-19 
Sports Council Grants 449,585 313,252 273,706 245,650 

 
British Wrestling generates income from a variety of sources the majority of which is restricted 
for use in designated ways such as those from Sports Councils. Significant amounts are 
processed as money in, money out in the operations of the sport including competitions and 
talent and performance activities. Income bounced back with the increase in memberships and 
competition entries and as expected athlete contributions Government grants to support the 
business ensured that overall income did not fall below sustainable levels.  
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 2021-22 2020-21 2019-20 2018-19 
Income from Membership 33,707 8,675 27,321 25,414 
Athlete Contributions 9,289 -325 31,380 23,979 
Courses 15,946 3,673 15,474 17,303 
Wrestling Academy 8,333 1,723 13,521 13,846 
Competition Income 18,590 12 24,633 34,831 
Other – Sponsorship/Donations 29,685 23,790 18,354 11,182 
Covid Grants 14,021 47,400 0 0 
Total  129,571 84,948 130,683 126,555 

 
Surplus/Loss 
British Wrestling recorded a surplus on the year of £22,169, and now has a health financial 
reserve position which the Board has designated for investment in much needed renovations of 
the Academy building.  
 

 2021-22 2020-21 2019-20 2018-19 
Turnover 579,156 398,200 406,638 370,622 
Surplus/(loss) 22,169 38,104 22,407 (-35,666) 

Membership and Affiliation 
Membership and affiliation were severely hit by the coronavirus pandemic restrictions however as 
restrictions eased and competitions returned so did the membership and club numbers.  
 
Membership numbers 
Membership bounced back from the drop off during the pandemic over the year tripling from a 
low of under 500 to 1487 in March 2022. This was driven by a return to competitions which 
were consistently sold out at both senior and junior levels.  
 
Club Affiliation 
Club affiliation numbers continued the upward trend during the year reaching 47 (11 associate, 
36 affiliated) by March 2022. This is an increase of 10% on the previous year and British 
Wrestling continues to see a sustainable growth in club numbers.   
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Competitions 
In 2021-22 saw the return of competitions with open competitions returning from September 
2021. The majority of the competitions across the year were oversubscribed and in addition to 
open competitions a small number of clubs arranged interclub matches. 
 

 Date Competitors 
Home Nations Invitational 15/05/2021 43 
Stronger Together Dual Meet 31/07/2021 14 
SLAM Birmingham  11/09/2021 91 
UK Seniors 23/10/2021 127 
North Region Closed 27/11/2021 58 
Midlands Regional  29/01/2022 104 
English Senior Championships 19/02/2022 162 
English Junior Championships 12/03/2022 183 
Total   782 

 
C-Mats 
British Wrestling’s bespoke competition management system was implemented across the year. 
Whilst not a smooth introduction the system has evolved and become more robust through 
competition testing and is now the home to all British Wrestling competition data. The system is 
available to all affiliated clubs to use for free and is continuing to be developed to meet the needs 
of the membership. The system is available online at c-mats.com, where members can review 
their previous results and find details of upcoming competitions.  

Development 
British Wrestling have been working to support clubs through the lifting of the lockdowns being 
relaxed. We saw a dramatic increase in club affiliations and clubs who have an interest in joining 
the NGB.  
 
Club Support 
British Wrestling continued to work closely with all clubs throughout the past 12 months. Working 
closely with Sport England, BWA secured £60,000 in funding to support the clubs struggling 
after the pandemic. This funding supported 37 clubs with post pandemic struggles and improving 
their governance. 
 

https://c-mats.com/
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Communication 
As part of the Sport England Digital Transformation Project, British Wrestling was able to 
modernise into the communication realm. As part of this BWA improved its communications 
through Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, The Wrestling Takedown Newsletter and the Website. 
 
During the 2021/22 period, BWA implemented the communication strategy. This led to regular 
content being shared and communicated with clubs and the wider membership base. One 
success was the Wrestling Takedown Newsletter seeing a growth in readership from 846 to 
1300+. The average open rate of the newsletter is 30%.  

Workforce 
Referee and Official Development 
British Wrestling has been working with the UWW to continue the develop of our Referee’s 
pathway. This led to the creation of the new Level 1 referee’s and officials' course that is aimed at 
bringing refereeing to a wider audience. This course was launched at Slough Wrestling Club with 
15 learners effectively doubling the refereeing workforce overnight.  
 
Referee Conference 
British Wrestling organised the first annual Referee’s and Technical Officials conference that was 
hosted at the British Wrestling Academy in Feb 2022. The UWW supported the event, sending 
over UWW Educator Carlos Garcia to be a guest speaker. This event will be hosted again in 
2023. 
 

 
 
Coach Development 
BWA continue to develop and improve our coach education pathway. In the past 12 months we 
have further improved the online portal. We also saw the re-launch of the practical sessions to 
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work through the backlog of the covid19 pandemic. BWA has seen 60% of the learners move 
over and complete their coaching courses between Apr 21 – Mar 22.  

 
 
The complete numbers of fully qualified coaches moving through the pathway are a total of 46 
new coaches coming through. Total number of learners booked on the theory element between 
2021 – Mar 2022 was 90. This is split between 27 learners for the level 2, and 63 on the level 1.  

Talent and Performance  
Great Britain Senior Squad (Build for Birmingham) 
 
This year saw some significant changes in the Performance and Talent Pathway. In September, 
Huw Griffiths joined the organisation as Performance Manager with the aim of developing a 
Performance Pathway that will align to our strategic performance objectives.  
 
This year saw the rescheduling of the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, as well as a focus for the 
Home Nations on preparations for the Commonwealth Games. The preparations for Birmingham 
2022 were hit considerably at the tail end of 2021 and the beginning of 2022 by a new wave of 
COVID travel restrictions that resulted in the cancellation of the Commonwealth 
Championships in South Africa and the Grand Prix de France.  
 
Although international competitions and camps were delayed, each of the home nations joined 
together to run ‘Stronger Together’ camps at the BWA academy on a monthly basis up to March 
2022. 
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Away from the Commonwealth Games, November 2021 saw British Wrestling take a team of 2 
wrestlers to the U23 World Championships in Belgrade, Serbia. Mohammed Mokaev and Ross 
Connelly competed in the 61kg and 65kg FS competitions respectively, with Ross finishing in 
23rd place and Mohammed in 9th. 
 
In March 2022, Ross Connelly and Kelsey Barnes travelled to Plovdiv, Bulgaria for the U23 
European Championships. Unfortunately, Ross had to be withdrawn form the competition due to 
an injury sustained during a preparation camp in Moldova in the lead up to the competition. 
Kelsey, competing in the WW 62kg class, finishing 10th. 
 

 
Talent Pathway 
 
Coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic has meant that there is some ground to make up with 
many young athletes having lost significant time on the training and competition mat.  
 
September saw Regional Squad trials being carried out across the South, Midlands and North for 
U13, U15 and U17 athletes. From those trials, nominated wrestlers were then invited to attend a 
National Talent Squad (NTS trial) trail camp that was held across 3 days at the BWA Academy. 
Across the talent pathway regional squads were run on a monthly basis, with multi-day NTS 
camps being run during school holiday periods. 
 
The focus for this year was to get the talent pathway up and running and placing an emphasis on 
creating a programme that provided quality training and competition opportunities and 
identifying key performance values and behaviours to be embedded across the pathway. This will 
form the basis of establishing a performance driven culture that places athletes at the heart of 
what we deliver. 
 
As a result, throughout the 2021-2022 period, a priority has been placed on beginning the 
process of introducing a new pathway structure to be implemented for 2022-23. As part of the 
national and regional coaches have worked closely to develop a selection critiera that focused 
more attention on technical fundamentals and abilities over competition results and physical 
abilities. 
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Academy 
The British Wrestling Academy, Salford is now the main office of the Association with a growing 
team based from the facility. Over the year the Academy was home to City of Manchester and 
City of Salford Wrestling Clubs who alongside additional training in preparation for the 2022 
Commonwealth Games filled the majority of peak time availability.  
 
Off-peak hours continue to be a challenge with just the Manchester Salafi School and Lenka 
Pilnikova (personal training) being the only users.  
 
At weekends the Academy continued to operate as the main base for Great Britain, England and 
Northern Region training as well as hosting the Northern Region Closed competition and the 
British Sambo Junior Championships.   
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